MIDI  -Musical Instrument Digital Interface

Assumes synthesizer exists.

16 channels – 16 different instruments can play at once

channel 10 is percussion

note event – pitch, velocity (speed a piano key is hit)



note on



note off



most software/hardware takes care of 

note off by letting you choose duration.

change instrument on a channel

General MIDI standard



128 instruments – each number refers to


the same instrument across software/hardware


Percussion instruments



Tonic ones – ones that emit pitches like





Bells, marimba, xylophone, etc.





Numbers 9-16



All others on channel 10:





Pitch number is the instrument.

